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The King was charged by the Athenian politicians and
place-hunters with favouring his own compatriots unduly.
It was then for this, cried the cofiee-house orators, that
Greece had shed her blood :   to exchange one alien yoke
for another !   The Press was indignant, interested agents
were active, Otho was represented as having objects in
view which no free nation could suffer its sovereign to
attain.    Public   discontent,   fed   by   private   calumny,
daily grew in intensity, and in 1843 it caused a revolution.
Otho, by the parade of military force, was compelled
to dismiss his Bavarian ministers and to promise that
in future he would rule constitutionally.    But the recon-
ciliation did not last.    With the pathetic blindness of a
good and stupid man, Otho doggedly persisted in his
policy;   caring neither about those who attacked his
throne  openly nor about those who undermined it in
secret.    Conscious of the rectitude of his motives,  he
paid as little attention to the wisdom of his well-wishers
as to the malice of his opponents.   The Greeks ended by
believing that the Bavarian reign was hostile to their
welfare.   The grounds upon which they founded this
belief were false, but they were as fatal to the dynasty
as if they were true.    Otho and Am61ie became the objects
of general obloquy;   and their unpopularity reached its
colophon when it was found that the King approved of
Austria's   efforts   to   quench   the   Italian   Insurrection
(1848-1861).   This was the drop that made the cup of
Hellenic discontent overflow :  their King was the enemy
of Liberty.   However much he might love Greece, he
loved tyranny more.   On the isth of February, 1862,
a second revolution broke out, and this time it proved
decisive.   The royal couple were refused admittance to
their own capital.    Otho perceived that, if the hatred
he inspired was justified, he was unfit for Greece;   if